


Auburn  was a  primary stop-over on trips  between 
Sacramento and the many mining camps and boom 
towns located throughout the region. Wagon roads were 
established quite early. Although the trek through the 
steep and dangerous canyons oftentimes required wagons 
to be attached to ropes and lowered down the sides of the 
canyons to reach the gold fields and streams further up in 
the mountains or down in the canyons. Material and goods 
were also moved by pack mule or on men’s backs.





Lawyer’s Row — 299 Commercial St.

This is the Ling Ying Association building built in 1921 
by Charles Jung Yue and his brothers. It has served as 
a social and religious headquarters as well as a Chinese 
school, boarding house and the association’s meeting 
place. Inside is a vintage altar.

Attorneys Mills and Anderson built a small brick 
building here after the fire of 1855 specifically for 
law offices. Despite its historical significance, the 
building was dismantled in 2016. Efforts to replicate 
it, as promised, have so far failed to materialize.





The site of Peter Hoin’s Lafayette Saloon in the 1850s 
and a bicycle repair shop in 1899.  That building was 
remodeled by the blacksmith Joseph Hines in 1908.

This building was erected after the 1929 fire. It was the 
site of the Young America Cigar Store and the Empire 
Saloon. Several years before the fire, Ernest Burns’ 
Cigar factory was here specializing in the Auburn-made 
“General Gomez” cigar.

These three separate buildings share walls and an 
outside brick façade. It was built almost immediately 
after the huge fire of 1855. The post office moved 
into the east end of the block in 1878. The post office 
had been in continuous service here from 1878 to 
2023. Postal service began in Auburn in 1851.

This building is also on the lot originally owned 
by Anton And Alise Adrian. In 1890 they sold it 
to butcher Fred Brye. He sold it to the Waddle 
family in 1904. The original building burned 
down in 1932. This one was built for the Kato 
family in 1939.




